A FIGHTY GUY

Musthis o periodic condition in bull elephants
{(males), characterized by a sharp increase in
reproductive hormones. In these periods the
bulls are highly aggressive, Testosterone levels
in an elephant in musthcan be over thand0
times higher than those of the same elephant at
other times. They are terribly sernsible and not
tolerate any noise and sudden movements:

Be aware! in this period it is much, much
better to stay away from the quarrelsome
youngsters.

An elephant is in musth:

= swaollen temple or temporal glands

« swollen trunk base

= an oily liquid comes out of the temple glands,
leaving a black troce across the cheeks to the
corners of the mouth

« penetrating smell of sweat and urine

= permanent dripping of urine and hind legs,
which are wet on the inside by urine drop

Remember: elephonts love peace and wi
calm so move accordingly, never go to L
meet them and stay quiet and silent

Stay far (at least 50 m) they love their
own free space

They are emotional animals, do not
provoke them with abrupt movements or
by getting too close

Park to cbserve but prepare for a 'one
point turn'

Stay downwind from the elephant

Do not block their way, cut off their
escape route or encircle them.
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CHARGE!

An first hassle can
become a
charge...mock or real

MOCK CHARGE

This usually first invelves a lot of ear flapping,
head shaking and loud trumpeting that means:

one: no danger[ uncertainty about charging. The elephant then
N : runs towards you with ears spread out, head
held high, and trumpeting loudly. This is

terrifying but be impressed, not surprised.

DO IT:
Driving or walking tries to stay calm and stay
where you are!

TRUE CHARGE

In some unfortunate cases - rare - if the
elephant is injured, weakened or feels without
a way out it could really attack. It will fold its
ears back, lower its head, bend its trunk under
its chin and run at full speed on your vehicle.

They will do it in silence, without barring.

DO IT:
Just drive and put on your seatbelts because
the collision is really stronglll!

« Walking (this is really the worst time to be
walking)

+« Run in o zig-zag pattern if the elephant
makes a real charge.

« Find something to keep between yvou and the
charging elephant.



